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LM-6000b

SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTERTM

Supplemental Instruction Guide

The Franklin SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTER is a powerful
supplemental tool for students who are involved in the processes of
writing, editing, reading and comprehension. It is used extensively in
Reading and Language Arts, Special Education, title 1, ESL/ESOL,
and Bilingual programs throughout the United States. It provides
motivation as well as information.

Franklin is committed to providing educators with materials that will
impact students’ language and writing skills. With the SPEAKING
LANGUAGE MASTER, students can work independently to:

! Expand their written and spoken vocabulary

! Assist with reading and comprehension

! Improve their spelling and grammar skills

! Produce better written compositions
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The Franklin LM-6000b

SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTERTM

FEATURES

! Instant spelling correction and verification for 110,000 words aid
in writing and editing exercises

! Pronounces every word for auditory reinforcement and assists
with word recognition

! Reads out loud the complete definition

! Over 300,000 in-depth definitions from Merriam-Webster’s®

dictionary to expand vocabulary and improve comprehension

! Thesaurus with over 500,000 synonyms and antonyms grouped
by meaning helps eliminate redundancy and promote more
creative writing

! Personal word list for vocabulary study and review

! Vocabulary building word games
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This guide is designed to integrate the SPEAKING LANGUAGE
MASTERTM into existing classroom curriculum easily and effectively. It
may be used as a sequence of lessons that familiarize the user with
the SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTER’s complete functionality. It can
also be utilized as a periodic reference source for instruction on
specific features by searching the table of contents for the desired
topic.
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Getting Started

1. Check the unit for batteries.

The SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTERTM uses four AA batteries.
Turn the unit over.  The battery cover has a triangle impression on
it. Slide the battery cover off in the direction the triangle is pointing.

2. Remove or install the batteries.

If the SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTER has batteries, remove
them and wait 15 seconds. Install the batteries carefully following
the diagram etched into the bottom of the battery compartment.

3. Replace the battery cover.
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Spelling Correction

The SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTERTM can be used for verifying
the spelling of words as well as editing compositions. For example, a
student may be comfortable using the word ‘neighbor’ in their spoken
vocabulary but may be unwilling to use it in their written compositions
because the spelling is difficult. Phonetically, they may spell it ‘nabor.’

1. Turn the unit on by pressing the  key.

The screen should display:

If this screen does not appear, press the  key.

2. Type �nabor�.

3. Press the  key.

The SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTER will flash the message
“Correcting”. Then a list of words will be displayed. The list will
generally be about five to eight words. Our list for ‘nabor’ will be:
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↑

Note: The desired word may not always be first on the correction list.
This will depend on how the student approximates the spelling.

Hearing Words Pronounced

Many students will be able to find the correct spelling of their word
from the correction list. But for those students who are unable to
make the distinction, the pronunciation feature is critical. By enabling
students to hear each word in the list pronounced, the SPEAKING
LANGUAGE MASTERTM assists them in identifying the desired word.
This multisensory approach helps to reinforce the acquisition of new
words.

1. With the word �neighbor� highlighted on the screen, press the

 key.

The student will hear ‘neighbor’ pronounced and realize this is the
word they are after.

This part of the list will not be visible on the
screen. It will be below the first three lines. The

student can use the  key to scroll through
the list.
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Note: the volume control is located on the right side of the unit
next to this symbol - )))). Rotate the dial upward to increase the
volume.

Students may be curious about unfamiliar words that appear in the
correction list. They can conveniently hear these words when using

the SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTERTM. Simply use the  key to

highlight the desired word. Next have the student press the  key.
This is an excellent way to encourage browsing.

The Speaking Language Master as a Reading
Companion

The LM-6000b
as a
Reading
Companion

Students will inevitably
come across unknown
words, as well as words
they may not visually
recognize.  They may
simply need to hear the
word pronounced in order
to comprehend a passage.
The SPEAKING
LANGUAGE MASTER
affords the learner the
independence to
accomplish this with the
pronunciation feature.
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Students simply type in the unknown word and press the 
key to hear the word pronounced. With the SPEAKING
LANGUAGE MASTERTM, students can confide in their own

resourcefulness instead of depending on the teacher. They in turn
become more self-reliant, which enhances their self-esteem. The
instructor is free to concentrate on the task at hand without
interruption.

Learning about the Alphabet

Young students who are learning the alphabet can work
independently or in cooperative groups with the SPEAKING
LANGUAGE MASTER, to see and hear the name of each

letter. This multisensory stimulus aids in better retention. Press any

letter, followed by the  key. To hear a different letter, press the

 key. Doing so will erase the display so a new letter can be
entered. This is an especially effective method when working with
students for whom English is a secondary language, and whose
primary language’s alphabet may have different characters.

Headphones
We encourage teachers to employ the use of headphones in the
classroom. Using headphones has two advantages:

! The SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTER can be used during
instruction without disturbing other students or calling attention to
the user.

! The fidelity of the voice output is increased.

Note: The SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTERTM
 has a 3.5 mm (standard)

stereo headphone jack for use with standard 8 ohm headsets. It is on the
right side of the unit above the AC adapter jack.
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Definitions

Expanding students’ vocabulary is an integral part of any Language
Arts program. But how often do your students willingly use the
dictionary to look up the definitions of new words? The SPEAKING
LANGUAGE MASTERTM is an engaging and entertaining tool that
students will use to explore the meaning of new words.

1. At the correction list for �nabor� use the  or the  keys
to highlight the word �neighbor�.

2. Press the  KEY.

The message “Working…Dictionary entry 1 of 2. Press NEXT for
more” will flash on the screen. Then the definition for ‘neighbor’ will
appear.
You will then see:

The learner can press the  key to read through the rest of the

definition. Use the  key to move back to the top of the
definition.

Within the definition, your students will find parts of speech,
inflected forms, verbal illustrations, and selected word
etymologies. Bullets within the entry word indicate hyphenation
points.
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Notice the icons at the top of the screen: Dict (Dictionary), Thes
(Thesaurus), Class (Classmates), and Conf (Confusables). They
are there to inform students about the different references
available for the words on the screen. In this example, the Dict
icon is highlighted indicating the dictionary definition is being
viewed. The Thes icon is in bold type notifying students there is
also a thesaurus entry for the word ‘neighbor.’ Further details
regarding these icons will be explained later.

Help is at hand

Students can view the help messages by pressing the 
key. To go back to the previous screen, they should

   press the  key.

Hearing homographs

Words that are spelled the same but have different meanings and
pronunciations are called homographs. The SPEAKING LANGUAGE
MASTERTM will discern between the different pronunciations.

1. Press the  key.
2. Type in �minute�.

3. Press the  key.



11

You will see:

4. Press the  key again.

The student will hear ‘minute’ as in 60 seconds.

5. Press the  key.

This will move the highlight to the second pronunciation.

6. Press the  key.

The student will now hear ‘minute’ as in very small.

7. Press the  key to hear the word again and return to the
Word entry screen.

The word ‘minute’ remains on the screen. Now when you press the

 key, you will go to the definition of the word ‘minute’ as in very
small.

Here are a few words you can try with your students: live, associate,
refuse, attribute, alternate, object.
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Thesaurus

When students embark on writing assignments, all too often they rely
on words they are comfortable spelling. As a result, these words are
used over and over again, and students’ compositions lack interest
and dimension. To help combat redundancy, the SPEAKING
LANGUAGE MASTERTM provides students with immediate access to
over 500,000 synonyms grouped by meaning. For students, it actually
becomes a challenge to see how may new and interesting words they
can use in their writing.

1. Press the  key.

2. Type �good� and press the  key.

Because the entered word was correctly spelled, the SPEAKING
LANGUAGE MASTERTM automatically displays its definition.
Notice the icons. The Dict icon is highlighted informing the student
he or she is currently at the dictionary entry. The Thes icon is in
bold type. This means thesaurus information is available for ‘good.’

3. Press the  key to access the thesaurus.

The message “Thesaurus entry 1 of 17. Press [NEXT] for more”
will flash on the screen.

You will then see:

The learner can press the  key to read through the rest of the

entry, or use the  key to move back to the top of the entry.
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Note that the highlight has moved from the Dict icon to the Thes
icon indicating to the student that they are currently viewing the
thesaurus entry. At the top right side of the SPEAKING
LANGUAGE MASTERTM the “1/17” indicates that this is the first
thesaurus entry of 17. Each entry will display a thesaurus
definition and a group of synonyms for that definition.

4. Press the  key to move to the thesaurus entry 2 of 17.

You will then see:

You can press the  key to read through the rest of the entry.

Use the  key to move back to the top of the entry.

You can continue pressing the  key to move through the

remainder of the thesaurus entries. Pressing the  key will
bring you back through the entries viewed previously.

Jumping to a word

The SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTERTM is capable of so much more
than a traditional dictionary. Students no longer need to flip back and
forth amongst the pages of a dictionary when they encounter
unknown vocabulary during their search for information.
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They can hear any word that appears on the screen, as well as
“Jump” to the definition of that word. This can eliminate frustration
and promote the exploration of words.

1. Press the  key.

2. Type �tiger� and then press the  key.

The definition for tiger will be displayed on the screen.

3. Press the  key.

The word ‘tiger’ will now be highlighted.

4. Press the  key to move the highlight to the word �tawny�.

You will see:

5. Press the  key to hear the word �tawny�.

6. Press the  key.

The screen will now display the definition for ‘tawny’.

To return to the definition of ‘tiger’ press the  key.
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Word Patterns

Learning word patterns is a particularly useful strategy for students.
Knowing the likelihood and frequency of letter sequences can help in
making spelling predictions, contribute to more accurate spellings,
and aid in the recognition of words while reading. On page 17 of this
guide, you will find a simple handout that will stir students’ curiosity to
find many exciting new words. This function is accessed with the [?*]
key.

1. Press the  key.

2. Press the  key and the letters �ow�.

You will see:

3. Press the  key.

The SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTERTM will flash the message
“Matchmaker List.”

You will then see:
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The SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTERTM generates a list of all the
three letter words that end in ‘ow’. Students can scroll through to

view the words using the  key, listen to any word by pressing

the  key, or go to the dictionary definition of any word in the list

by pressing the  key. After viewing the definition, they can

return to the list by pressing the  key.

4. Press the  key.

5. Type in �?????ow?????� and press the  key.

This time, the SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTERTM takes a longer
time to perform the search.

You will see:
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WORD TREE HAND OUT

Enter the patterns below using ?s in place of the dashes and see
what you can learn about word patterns.

__ __ __  O W __ __ __ __

__ __ __  O W __ __ __

__ __  O W __ __

__ __ O W __

     __ O W __

__ O W

__ O W

__ O W
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Affixes

To further assist students in building new vocabulary, the SPEAKING
LANGUAGE MASTERTM can provide a matchmaker list. This list
consists of words with similar prefixes and/or suffixes. Knowing the
definitions of affixes increases the probability for students to decipher
new words.

1. Press the  key.

2. Type �extra� and then hold the  key and press the 
key.

You will see:

3. Press the  key.

The SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTERTM will flash the message
“Matchmaker List”.
You will then see:
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The SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTERTM displays a list of all the

words that start with the letters ‘extra’. Use the  key to scroll
through the rest of the list. Students can hear any word in the list

pronounced by pressing the  key. Press the  key to view the
definition.

Note: Not all the words in the list have prefix beginnings.

MATCH + MAKER: Making the Connection

This strategy provides practice in defining and locating words
with prefixes and suffixes. Since the meaning of every affix
stays the same, knowing their definitions and the definition of

the root word gives students the tools for unlocking the meanings of
hundreds of words. For example, when adding the prefix ‘un-‘ and the
suffix ‘able’ to the word ‘comfort’ the result is ‘uncomfortable’.
Students should be made aware that sometimes when a suffix is
added, the spelling of a root word may change.

Homophones

Witch is which? We call them Confusables®, but you know them as
homophones. In any case, they are words that sound the same but
are different in meaning and spelling. The SPEAKING LANGUAGE
MASTERTM identifies and defines these words for students. Students
will know if there are homophones when the Conf icon at the top of
the screen is in bold type.

1. Press the  key.

2. Type in �pair� and press the  key.
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The definition for ‘pair’ will appear. Note the icons that are in bold
typeface.

3. Press the  key until the Conf icon is highlighted.

You will see:

Each word is followed by a one-word description to help students
choose the correct word. Students can see the dictionary definition

for any one of these words. Press the  key to highlight the first

word in the list. Use the  key to move the highlight to the word

you want. Then press the  key again to see the complete

definition. Pressing the  key returns the student to the screen
with the confusables for ‘pair’.

Try these Confusables: air, eye, plane, vane, and hire.

ClassmatesTM

The SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTERTM can provide students with
lists of words that share the same general characteristics. Referred to
as “ClassmatesTM” these lists teach students by showing them that
words are related and encourage them to expand their vocabulary.

1. Press the  key.

2. Type �rock� and press the  key.
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The definition for ‘rock’ will appear on the screen. Note that three
of the icons (Dict, Thes & Class) are in bold typeface.

3. Press the  key until the Class icon is highlighted.

The message “Classmates entry 1 of 2. Press NEXT for more” will
flash on the screen.

You will then see a list of different music styles:

Use the  key to view the rest of the list.

4. Press the  key to see the next list of Classmates (list 2 of
2).

This will show the variations of ‘rock’ as a mass of stony material.

Here are some examples to try with your students: forte, lynx,
plum, garnet, and Mercury.

Saving Words for Study

The continuous expansion of a student’s vocabulary is critical to his
or her success in reading fluently and writing effectively. The
SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTERTM offers students the opportunity
to build and store over 90 vocabulary words. These words can then
be accessed for practice and review using the word games.

This personal word list can be updated by adding or deleting single
words or by eliminating the entire list. The visual and tactile
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reinforcement helps students retain more information, and they have
fun while learning.

Words can be added to the User List from various screens. Three
methods will be described in this guide. The first and most basic
method is at the “List” screen.

Adding Words from the User List Menu

1. Press the  key.

2. Press the  key.

You will see:

Some menu selections will not be visible on the screen. The

student will need to use the  key to see the last option –
Check Number of the List.

3. To add a word, press the  key until the selection �Add to

List� is highlighted, then press the  key.

You will see “Enter a User List word to add”.

4. Type a word and press the  key.

The message “Word added” will flash on the screen. To continue
adding words, repeat these steps.
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Adding Words to the User List from the Word Entry Screen

The second method will allow students to add words to their personal
word list at any time during a search. Follow the steps below.

1. Press the  key.

2. Type in a word, for example, �exciting�, and press the 
key.

You will see:

3. Press the  key.

The message “Word added “ will flash on the screen. Again, to
continue adding words, repeat the above steps.

If a student attempts to add a word that is spelled incorrectly or is
not in the SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTER’s dictionary (for
example a student’s last name), the SPEAKING LANGUAGE
MASTERTM will display the message box below.
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Use the  key to highlight the appropriate option then press the

 key.

Adding Words to the User List from a Definition

The third method permits students to add words to their personal
word list from within a definition. For example, in the definition of
‘etymology’ the word ‘linguistic’ appears. An ideal way for students to
practice unfamiliar words, such as ‘linguistic’ is to add them directly
from the definition to the study list. With the SPEAKING LANGUAGE
MASTERTM, developing a study list is very simple.

1. Press the  key.

2. Type �etymology� and press the  key.

The dictionary definition for etymology will appear on the screen.

3. Press the  key again.

You will see:

The word etymology is highlighted, showing it is ready for
selection.

4. Use the arrow keys to move the highlight to the word

�linguistic and press the  key.

You will see:
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5. Press the  key.

The message “Word added” will flash on the screen. Linguistic has
been added to the user list.

Students can also add words from thesaurus entry or even while
playing a game.

Viewing the User List

Students may view their User List by pressing the  key and
selecting the option “View the List”. Any word that appears in the list
can be highlighted for further exploration. Each word in the list can be

heard by pressing the  key. The definition can be viewed by

pressing the  key.

Removing a Word from the User List

1. To remove a word from the User List, press the  key.

The option “View the list” will appear highlighted, if the list contains
words.

2. Press the  key to view the list and highlight the word to be
removed. For example, highlight �linguistic�.
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3. Press the  key.
4. Use the arrow keys to move the highlight to the message

�Remove �linguistic� from the list� and press the  key.

The SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTERTM will display: “Word
removed.”

Erasing the User List

To delete the entire list, press the  key and scroll to “Erase all

words from the List”. Press the  key. The screen will display the
message box “Erase list (Y/N)?” Press Y to erase the entire list. The
SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTERTM will confirm with the message
“List is erased.” If the list is to remain intact, press N at the “Erase list
(Y/N)?” prompt. The SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTER will display
the message “List not erased.”

Splitting the User List

In some classrooms, having the option of two personal word lists in
the SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTERTM can be very useful. For
example, some students may need to share a unit during the course
of their studies and thus each student can enter their own list. In other
cases, students may require more than one list: one for weekly
vocabulary assignments, the other for new or unfamiliar words.
Another possibility is to separate words by subject. To split the User
List, follow the steps below.

1. Press the  key.

2. Use the  key to move the highlight to �Split User List.�

3. Press the  key.
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You will see:

4. Type a name for User List 1 and then press the  key.  For
example, type ONE.

Note: Hold the  key and then type a letter to enter a letter
in upper case.
The box for list number 2 will appear.

5. Type a name for User List 2 and then press the  key.  For
example, type TWO.

If the User List is empty, the message “User list is split” will flash
on the screen. If the User List is not empty, the unit will prompt the
student to decide where to put the current words, i.e., both lists, list
ONE or list TWO. Students can now begin to add words to their
list.

Note: These instructions assume the User List is empty.

6. Press the  key and type �literate� .

7. Press the  key.
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You will see:

8. Press the  key.

The message “Word added”  will flash on the screen.

To add words to the second list follow the steps below:

1. Press the  KEY.

2. Type �astute� and press the  key.

You will see:

Having previously entered words to list one, the unit will recall the
last list used.

3. Scroll to the option �Select: TWO� using the  key and then

press the  key.

Notice how the screen options change.
The option “Add ‘astute’ to : TWO” is highlighted.
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4. Press the  key to add �astute� to list TWO.

The message “Word added” will flash on the screen. Repeat these
steps to continue adding words to your User List(s).

Note: Deleting or adding words to one list will not affect the other
list. Students have the option of changing the name of either User
List and/or combining their lists. If more details are needed, please
consult the User’s Manual.

Games

The games in the SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTERTM are designed
to be as much fun as they are instructional. The 12 word games
challenge the user on various skill levels to test their word knowledge.
In the process, they will discover new words, meanings, and uses.

By partnering the User List with the games, students can use the
SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTER as a private tutor. This method of
studying words can be very appealing for students, and for teachers,
the games can serve as a vehicle for motivating uninterested
children.

To use the User List in these games, follow the instructions below.

1. Press the  key.

2. Press the  key.

The list of games will appear on the screen. Select one of the 5
games (Anagrams, Spelling Bee, Hangman, Word Blaster or
Word Deductions) that can be played with your User List. To
highlight a game, press the corresponding number or move the
highlight with the arrow keys. We will select Anagrams. After

highlighting the game, press the  key.
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You will see:

Use the  key to see the two remaining word list settings: User
List and Enter Your Own.

Note: The User List menu item will only appear if you have words
added to your User List.

3. Highlight �User List� and press the  key.

Any of the other options (Size, Speed, Tries, etc.) can be set in
the same manner.

After completing a game, students can hear any unfamiliar words

by pressing the  key or view the definition by pressing the 

key. Pressing the  key will return them to the game just
completed. Pressing the  key will start another round of
the same game. If the student is unable to finish the round,

pressing the  key will provide the answer(s).

Below is a brief description of the 12 games included in the
SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTERTM:

Anagrams – Form words using the letters from a word selected by
the SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTER.

Jumble – Unscramble the letters to form a word.

Word Builder – Type in a word or a group of letters and the
SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTER will build a list of words based on
those letters.
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Flashcards – Use this game to improve vocabulary by studying
randomly presented words.

Spelling Bee – Type in the correct spelling of a randomly selected
word that flashes on the screen.

Memory Challenge – Memorize an expanding list of words that are
flashed on the screen, then correctly type them in.

Hangman – Guess a mystery word, one letter at a time, within a
given number of tries.

Word Blaster – Guess the mystery word before all the letters are
revealed. You decide the speed at which to play.

Word Train – Take turns with the SPEAKING LANGUAGE
MASTERTM to select the letters that form a valid word of four or more
letters.

Deduction – Deduce the mystery letters within the specified number
of tries using clues from the SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTER.

Word  Deduction – Deduce the mystery word within the specified
number of tries using clues from the SPEAKING LANGUAGE
MASTER.

Letris – Form words from the letters that drop down from the top of
the screen.

Grammar Guide

The SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTERTM contains a comprehensive
grammar guide that includes information on 70 different topics.
Students can obtain information by selecting a topic from the
grammar menu or by entering a specific request, such as
“semicolon.”

1. Press the  key, then press the  key.
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You will see:

2. Use the  key to scroll through the topics not visible on the
screen.

3. Press the  key when the desired topic is highlighted.

The  screen will display information on the topic selected by the
student.

Press the  key to return to the grammar menu.

Press the  key to return to the Word entry screen.

If the student needs information on a specific topic, for instance
“semicolon”, he or she can simply type the word “semicolon”, or
use the punctuation mark “;” from the keyboard, then press the
[GRAMMAR] key. The SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTERTM will
display the grammatical information requested.

The Menu & Changing the Settings

The SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTERTM has a number of features
that allow students to customize the unit to meet their individual
needs.

Setting Screen Contrast - The screen contrast can be adjusted by
rotating the dial located on the right side of the SPEAKING
LANGUAGE MASTER. The dial is located above the volume control.
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The SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTERTM has 4 adjustment options.

Pressing the  key accesses these settings.

Below is a brief explanation of the available settings:

Set Type Size – There are three font sizes from which to choose.
When the large fonts are selected, less information is visible on the
screen.

Turn on all caps – This setting will toggle letters to always be
displayed in upper case. If this option is used, the option will display
Turn off all caps.

Set Shutoff Time – Some students require more time to complete
assignments. Accordingly, the SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTERTM

can be set to remain on up to six minutes. For those students
requiring less time, the minimum can be set at one minute.

View Demo – This function will give an animated guide of what the
SPEAKING LANGUAGE MASTERTM can do.

Summary

Research has shown that technology increases student motivation
and motivated students are more receptive to learning. This guide
was created to help educators such as yourself maximize the full
potential of our products in your classroom. In turn, the SPEAKING
LANGUAGE MASTERTM, when used to its fullest capacity, can yield
visible results in our students’ performance.

We hope this instruction guide has been informative as well as
inspiring. We wish you all the best in your teaching endeavors.

Franklin learning Resources
One Franklin Plaza
Burlington, New Jersey 80016-4907
1-800-BOOKMAN (1-800-266-5626)
http://www.franklin.com
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